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Tools for Teaching…Some of the best memories of holidays 
past are those made around the kitchen table, 
shaping paper snowflakes and salt dough 
ornaments. Most everyone enjoys getting to 
exercise their creativity, and being an active 
part of their family’s celebration. Try these 
simple holiday decoration ideas to personalize 
your holiday celebration, and make some great 
memories your family will treasure always. 

Leaf placemats 
For any age, although younger children may need a hand

YOU NEED:
a collection of leaves (the more variety the better – sizes and shapes)

12”x18” poster board (or smaller if you have space issues at your 

table)

Craft acrylic paints in autumn colors

Small paint brushes

Clear Con-tact paper

Paper plates to use as palettes 

Old newspapers to cover your work surface (make sure your children 

are wearing old clothes or smocks, as acrylic paints do not wash out 

of fabrics once dry)
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