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public,” Doering
says. “Thats part
of my philosophy.
The better people
know you, the
more comfortable
they are in calling
you when they
need help. Randalls
not one whos shy
with words, so he’s
pretty good at this.”

John Gibson, owner of
Redfern Jewelers, agrees. Gibson
made a career in law enforcement,
spending 35 years with the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services.

“His intense interest in the
community and the people around
him is what makes him a good police
officer,” Gibson says. “He’s got his ear
to the ground and he really knows
what’s going on. He talks to people and
they’re very much at ease with him.

“He comes into our shop every
once in a while and we just talk. There’s
a special rapport between those in law
enforcement. Hes one of the better
police officers we have around here.”

Lacey has befriended senior
citizens, shop owners, tourists,
residents, but there’s also an unlikely
group he champions: skateboarders.

They are much maligned on the
island and considered by many to be a
criminal element, but Lacey is quick is
to come to their defense.

“I deal with skateboarders all the
time,” Lacey says. “They know I'm their
best friend. I used to be a skateboarder
when [ was young. They're the most
discriminated against group on the
island.”

The problem is there’s no place for
them to skate — legally, that is — so they
play a cat-and-mouse game with the
police, picking a spot and skating until
they’re told to move on.

“They go wherever they can go
until somebody chases them off,” Lacey
says. “Its unbelievable how many calls
we get about skateboarders, but I look
out for them as much as I can.”

The county has plans to build a
park for skateboarders, and Lacey will
be glad to see those plans materialize.




