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Gerry Peck, Broker
638-2930

Bill Henning
223-3012

Bucky Jenkins
399-7777

Ellen Mayoue
634-0580

Joyce Haas, GRI
912-269-0095

Renae Kirk
258-1152

Ronald Haas
912-269-8480

165 Follins Lane
638-4603

GOLFER’S DREAM
BEST LIMEBURN DEAL!

Pet friendly & Reduced 
to $1600 per month! 
Awesome view includes 
3BR, 3.5BA, Double 
Garage, Shown by appt. 
Call Joyce.

CALEB’S CROSSING
Private end condominium. 
Home includes 2BRs, 
2BAs, Screen porch. NO 
PETS. NON-SMOKING. 
Convenient to all points! 
$825.

CEDAR ST.
Place yourself in this One-
level, 3BR/2BA Island 
Cottage. Located mid-Is-
land & Available. $1000.

TRAVELLER’S WAY
Comfortable Island home 
includes open, light filled 
living spaces. 3BR, 2BA. 
No Pets, No Smoking. 
$1,200.

FURNISHED PROPERTIES
Available for Vacationers, 
Relocating Personnel, 
FLETC Per Diem 
Accepted. Call Joyce or 
Renae for rates.

300 REYNOSO 
3/2 brick ranch on 2+ lots.  Live in or rent for a while then 
build a home on each lot.  Quiet shaded location with 
work shop, large living room, updated kitchen, plenty of 
space to grow. $349,000. Valued over $400K  7 months 
ago by local appraiser (you’ll want to verify with your own 
appraisal)  Call Gerry.

223B Redfern Village
634-2880

VILLAGE GREEN - UNIT 64
Perfect for investors! Long term tenant in place. 
Freshly painted, new carpet, front & rear balconies, 
upper-level 2BR, 2BA @ $215,000. Requires 24-Hour 
notice to preview. Don’t miss this opportunity! Call 
Joyce or Renae.

FOR SALEFOR SALE  RENTALS RENTALS

  
Island Restaurant Space 

Call Gerry for details.

By MORRIS and JAMES CAREY
The Associated Press

Warmer weather turns our attention to the great 
outdoors or, for the children, the great backyard. And 
sooner or later, they may request a little something 
extra: a tree house.

Tree houses and other play structures are a joy for 
children — a place to explore, to imagine, to keep 
younger brothers and sisters out. Unfortunately, they 
can also be a source of anxiety for parents.

But with the right kind of planning and construction, 
play structures can prove benefi cial to adults as well. 
According to the National Association of Realtors, 
outdoor spaces have become a bigger part of the “curb 
appeal” that attracts buyers and can even increase a 
home’s selling price.

We asked San Francisco artist and play structure 
expert Barbara Butler for her top 10 DIY safety tips on 
building a backyard play space for children. Whether 
you’re planning to build a mini-mansion for your mini-
me, or a simpler structure that houses imagination more 
than amenities, it’s important to keep safety in mind.

1. Consult your local building codes and fi le neces-
sary building permits before starting your project. 
Nothing is more frustrating for you or devastating 
for your child than fi nding you have to tear down the 
structure when it doesn’t pass local standards. If there 
are no specifi c codes for tree houses or play structures, 
use building codes for backyard decks as a guide. In 

earthquake or hurricane areas, you may 
need to add tie-down hardware. Keep 
deck heights at a maximum of 7’ off the 
ground and install 3’ high railing.

2. Plan your space before you build 
and watch out for overexposure to the 
sun. Try to place your structure in a 
shady spot.

3. Round all of the edges on the struc-
ture to avoid sharp corners, and sand or 
grind wood surfaces down to reduce the 
possibilities of splinters.

4. Anticipate a child’s natural ten-
dency to explore. Avoid creating any 
entrapments in the railing for a child’s 
head or torso. Avoid any gaps in railings 
larger than 3-1/2” x 5-1/2”.

5. Watch nearby greenery. Keep 4ose 
bushes and other thorny, spiky plants 
away from the structures and, especially, 
keep your eyes on trees.

6. Make sure overhead branches of 
trees are trimmed regularly, so that 
nothing will fall on the kids during play 
and keep tree branches out of reach of 
young arms. Nothing is more entic-
ing to a child than the realization that 
if they stand on the roof or railing of a 
play structure, and stretch just a little, 
they can reach a previously unreachable 

upper branch. Make sure no electrical wires 
are within reach of the structure. Once kids 
get playing, they don’t stop to think whether 
an overhead wire is part of the play structure 
or not.

7. Use only nontoxic materials on your 
structure. Use lead-free paints or stain the 
wood instead. Barbara suggests staining over 
painting, as stains are easier to maintain; paint 
tends to chip & peel, while stains simply fade 
with time.

8. Remove any loose additions that kids may 
have attached to the structure. Talk to your 
kids and their friends about making “addi-
tions” to the play structure and set ground 
rules early that adding ropes, stairs, and towers 
won’t be tolerated.

9. Design easy ways up and down for 
smaller kids, as well as challenging ways for 
older kids. Adults will also appreciate the easy 
way up.

10. Inspect your play structure frequently, 
before the spring and summer when kids start 
to play outside. Tighten bolts, check for dam-
age, clean off debris and spider webs, inspect 
for splinters and peeling paint, and check the 
swing hardware.

A well-built, well-maintained tree house will 
amuse your children today and enchant your 
grandchildren in the next generation.

ON THE HOUSE: Play houses 
can be easy as child’s play


